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THIS IS A NEW, UNPUBLISHED, ARTHUR RANSOME STORY.It describes a sailing cruise in

Latvia with his new wife Evgenia (formerly TrotskyÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s secretary) up the Aa River, from Riga

to Mitau and back.Ã‚Â  A classic Ransome story, it is illustrated with his own photos.Swallows and s

is responsible for more people taking up sailing that any other book.Ã‚Â  Arthur

RansomeÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s style is unique and appeals to children and adults alike.The book was collated

by Brian Hammett from Ransome's (often hand-written) manuscript, and a foreword puts the book in

perspective.
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"Inside you find a rare treat in the form of pure--unedited Ransome! Fans will not be disappointed."

Yachts & Yachting Friday 16 May 2008

Here, for the first time in many years, is a new previously unpublished book be Arthur Ransome,

author of the Swallows & s series of children's books. Racundra's Third Cruise is a detailed account

of a cruise up the River Lieupe from Riga, latvia to Jelgrava in the summer of 1924.The voyage took

place shortly after his second marriage to Evgenia Shelepina, Trotsky's secretary. Ransome

describes in detail a leisurely six-week sailing cruise. He covers the trip, the countryside, local

people and a blow-by-blow, fish-by-fish account of his second greatest passion, after sailing, fishing.

It was without doubt intended for publication as a follow-up to his first really successful book

Racundra's First Cruise, which was published in 1923.The book contain maps and sketches,



including the map used by Ransome for the voyage, lines of Racundra from the Cruising

Association's archives, many original Ransome pictures of the trip, together with present-day

photographs of the area.'The cook struggled up the companionway with a sandwich. She asked real

inquiry, "Are we going to be drowned before morning?"I leaned forward from the steering-well and

shouted, "Why?""Because I have two thermos flasks full of hot coffee. If we are, we may as well

drink them both. If not, I'll keep one till tomorrow."'They kept one.The long-suffering Evgenia, during

Racundra's First Cruise.'The cook says there is no point in living in Racundra, that only children are

glad to live in a ship, that there is nothing to see, nothing to write about, and that she's sick of wind

and rain and living in a small cabin; that I grow worse with age, and that proper authors live at home

and write books out of their heads.'The not so long-suffering Evgenia, during Racundra's Third

Cruise.Ã‚Â 

My main reason for buying the book was to get the drawings for RACUNDRA which are included.

The rest is a compilation of notes or manuscript preparation that Ransome had done for another

book but didn't live long enough to complete. He's an interesting character and this book helps to

flesh out some things not explained in his other books. I'd suggest reading RACUNDRA's First

Cruise also, plus his whole Swallows & s series.
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